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French Ministry Of Health and Sports

Denis ROUX

Head of department of sport facilities
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RES
The National Inventory of sport facilities, 

sport areas and sites

A ministry led – initiative for the development 
of sport
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From the origins …
• Sports facilities have a strong impact on sport practicing.

• In 2002, the lack of reliable information on sports facilities was stressed by
both public and private partners in France. On this basis, the ministry in
charge of sports launched, in 2004, an ambitious inventory of all sports
facilities (named R.E.S).

• This inventory has been developed in a participative way with the sport
movement, local and regional authorities.

• The national inventory and the connected tools have cost 7 M€, mainly
supported by the French State (National Lottery).

• The data collection is made by decentralised services of the ministry of
sports. The update of the database requires 250 part-time employees.

• According to French law, all owners have to declare their sport facilities (a
specific form is available on Internet).
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Objectives of the tool : 
• To provide detailed information on the current situation 

of sport facilities in France

• To develop a shared understanding 

• To assist in decision making and spatial planning

• To reinforce the consistency of sports policies
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Collected data

• It concerns all public and private facilities open to
everyone (including school facilities, holiday and
leisure centers, neighbourhoods venues)

• More than 260 000 sport facilities and 60 000
areas, where air, water and ground sports are
practiced, in mainland France and overseas
territories

• More than 30 000 000 data can be used directly by
decision makers in the field of sport
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Open access to the database :
www.res.sports.gouv.fr

Key figures :
• 86% of sport facilities belong to public owners 

(75% belong to municipalities)

• 1986 is the median year for opening of sport 
facilities in France
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Searching for a facility on 
www.res.sports.gouv.fr
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Distribution of the 260 000 sport 
facilities in France
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Studies based on the national 
inventory

• Many local and national analysis rely on this 
database (such as the offer of swimming pools 
in France, different regional schemes to develop 
sport facilities,…)

• In 2009, a study was made on sport facilities in 
the « disadvantaged urban zones » in France

• For 10 000 inhabitants, there are 35 sport 
facilities in urban zones and 20 in 
disadvantaged urban zones

• 12% of facilities in disadvantaged urban zones 
are physical and sport education platforms, and 
national average is 7% (7,3% in urban zones)
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Local studies based on the national 
inventory (examples)



POIN Conference – Nov. 8 th 2010
11

National inventory of sport facilities, sport areas and sites (RES)

Thanks a lot !

contact for any question :
res@jeunesse-sports.gouv.fr

You can use the database on :
www.res.sports.gouv.fr

mailto:res@jeunesse-sport.gouv�
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